


WHAT I DID
FOR SUMMER VACATION

When asked what they did for their summer
vacation, teens who participated in BPCPC's
teen programs have plenty to talk about.

To introduce possibilities on how to lead more
environmentally conscious lives, BPCPC
developed Green Adventure. The three-
week program explores “green” products,
practices, and industries in New York City.
Participants toured green buildings, including
The Solaire in Battery Park City, talked to
farmers at the Union Square Greenmarket,
tried out recycled bicycles, and visited an
organic farm. As Parks Programming Leader
Ellen McCarthy explains, “By participating in
all of these activities, our goal was to raise
awareness about the way we live our lives,
and how small changes can make a big
difference.”

In addition to tours and meeting with farmers,
bakers, scientists, and architects, Green
Adventure participants were also able to get
active through sailing, rowing, swimming,
and fishing.

For those with artistic inclinations, Miki
lwamura led Art Portfolio Development for
Teens, a three-week intensive studio art
class. Originally the course was an outdoor
drop-in program, Teen Art. But four years
ago, following a conversation with a parent
looking for an intensive art course for her
thirteen-year-old, Abby Ehrlich, Director
of Parks Programming, redesigned the
program with Ms. Iwamura to support the
development of young artists.
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Green Adventure teens investigate Recycle-a-Bicycle in Brooklyn and Stone Barns Center For Food and Agriculture

in Tarrytown.

With a small class size and focused
assignments, participants create an art
portfolio that they can use for applying to
specialized art high schools. The portfolio
includes self-portraits, still lifes, landscapes,
cityscapes, figuredrawing,abstract painting,
sculpture, and screen-printing. As one parent
explains, “l especially appreciate the fact
that the class moves outdoors quite a bit, so
not only are the kids getting some fresh air,
but they are drawing and painting the urban
landscapes they see around them every

day.” Course graduates have been accepted
to the School of Visual Arts, LaGuardia High
School for the Arts in Manhattan and the
Frank Sinatra High School for the Arts in
Queens.

Look for work by these emerging artists
in the annual Art Exhibition at the BPCPC
office in February.

*Contact BPCPC Office at 212.267.9700 to receive
information about events and programs.

BPCPC Art Specialist Miki lwamura introduces teens to screen-printing and abstract painting in the Art Portfolio

Development summer program.

BATTERY PARK CITY PARKS CONSERVANCY

212.267.9700 ® www.bpcparks.org

The Family Music Festival at Battery Park City:
HARMONY ONTHE HUDSON

Sunday, September 14
1- 6 pm. Robert F. Wagner, Jr. Park.

Musical performances for the entire family.
Lawn games, street games, and art activities.

Food and beverages are available.
Bring a picnic blanket and sunblock!

PERFORMANCES BY:
Tom Chapin & Friends, Lisa Loeb,
the Ebony Hillbillies,
Brady Rymer and the Double Dutch Divas
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